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Bioversity International (Bioversity for short) is a world leading research-for-development 
non-profit organization, working towards a world in which smallholder farming communities 
in developing countries are thriving and sustainable. 
Main areas of work. Bioversity investigates the use and conservation of biodiversity 
in agriculture in order to achieve better food and nutrition, improve poor smallholders’ 
livelihoods and enhance agricultural sustainability.  Headquartered in Rome we have 
regional and country offices in Asia, Africa and the Americas. Working in over 90 developing 
countries and with a range of partners, we develop critical evidence and knowledge in 
order to promote practices and shape policy for a food secure future.
established. Bioversity was originally established as the International Board for Plant 
Genetic Resources (IBPGR) in 1974.
history. In October 1991, IBPGR became the International Plant Genetic Resources 
Institute (IPGRI) and in 1994 IPGRI began independent operation as one of the centers 
of the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR), the global 
partnership that unites organizations engaged in research for sustainable development 
with the funders of this work. At the request of the CGIAR, in 1994 IPGRI also took over 
the governance and administration of the International Network for the Improvement of 
Banana and Plantain (INIBAP). In 2006 INIBAP and IPGRI began working under the name 
‘Bioversity International’. Bioversity is proud to remain a part of the CGIAR system. 
In 2012 we launched an ambitious new strategy to: support smallholder farmers to use 
biodiversity (with the potential to benefit 320 million people in rural communities); and to 
conserve plant diversity and improve the availability of plant genetic resources so that the 
global community can use it to provide sustainable farming solutions.  In the next five years 
alone, we expect to:
 » Show how the use of agricultural biodiversity can sustainably intensify production, 
reduce risks, and improve dietary diversity for poor smallholder farmers.
 » Show how through improved access to markets and marketing of foods and crops 
from biodiverse agricultural systems farmers can enhance their incomes.
 » Secure significant diversity of priority crops, their wild relatives and useful tree species, 
in key locations in developing countries.
 » Ensure at least 3 million accessions of the most important crops are made available 
to all online.
 » Increase the gene pool coverage of banana and plantain in gene banks by at least 20%.
BIOVERSITY INTERNATIONAL
KEY FACTS
annual incoMe (2011). $36.852m
annual expenditure (2011). $36.117m
long terM reserves (2011). 100 days, $9.8m
Main funders. Donors include more than 25 governments of both developing and 
developed countries, the World Bank, the European Union, the International Fund for 
Agricultural Development, the United Nations Environment Programme and major private 
philanthropic foundations, such as the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the McKnight 
Foundation, and the Christensen Fund. 
no. of staff. Some 350 staff, operating around the world.
bioversity international board of trustees
Board Chair: Dr Paul Zuckerman, Chairman & CEO, Zuckerman and Associates LLC, 
London, UK
Vice Chair: Dr Peter Hazell, Imperial College, London, UK
Prof Phindile Lukhele-Olorunju, Africa Institute of South Africa, South Africa
Dr Jeremy Burdon, Chief of the Division of Plant Industry, Commonwealth Scientific and 
Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO), Canberra, Australia
Dr Emile A. Frison, (ex officio), Director General, Bioversity International, Rome, Italy
Dr Shivaji Pandey, writer and commentator on globally important agricultural issues, India
Dr Cristián Samper, Director, Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History, Washington, 
USA
Lady Trish Malloch-Brown, Independent Humanitarian Affairs Consultant, London, UK
Dr Luis Téllez, CEO and Chairman of the Board of the Mexican Stock Exchange, Mexico 
City
bioversity international (uk) trustees (registered charity no. 1131854)
Board Chair: Lady Trish Malloch-Brown, Independent Humanitarian Affairs Consultant 
Simon Weil, Partner, Bircham Dyson Bell
Dr Emile A. Frison, Director General, Bioversity International
Dr Paul Zuckerman, Chairman & CEO, Zuckerman and Associates LLC
Jacqueline de Chollet, Founder/Director, Veerni Project
Bioversity International 
www.bioversityinternational.org
Via Dei Tre Denari 472/a, 00057 Maccarese, Rome, ITALY 
Tel: (39) 06 61181  |  Fax: (39) 06 61979661 | Email: bioversity@cgiar.org
Bioversity International is a member of the CGIAR Consortium • CGIAR is a global research partnership for a food secure future
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